Il8 THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
rand were the architects of this noble edifice. The others-
Francis I, Metternich, Castlereagh, Frederick William of
Prussia, and Hardenberg-seem to have been dragged
along, unresisting if not exactly enthusiastic. Where had
the two moving spirits of the treaty found such powers of
persuasion? Although a great tide of good will and
optimism had swept through people's minds, even those
of the mighty, fear, rancor, and greed still lurked in their
hearts. But for the moment Alexander was the idol and
the hope of Europe. The forces at his command, the risks
he had run, the manifesto of April i, his youthful im-
petuosity for universal peace, the almost laughable hu-
manity of his outlook, had all earned him the sympathy
of the masses. His name was on everyone's lips; in the
meanest hovel they spoke of him with reverence as the
man who would fulfill their hopes and bring them the
happiness which they had not known for so long. This
tremendous popularity gave him great authority even
though it provoked jealousy, for all the Allies were still,
as before, very conscious of changes in public opinion,,
which they had used to good effect against Napoleon.15
Talleyrand enjoyed no popularity, and he did not even
have a very important position in the restored monarchy.
How could he, an ordinary minister to a new King,
manage to obtain so many concessions with suc(h ease? The
"betrayal" of Erfurt had something to do with the phe-
nomenal success of Alexander's friend. To begin calling
for justice when one has become weak is easy but not
very persuasive. But Talleyrand was in the position where
he could say to the Allies: "I am not asking you to be
generous because France is defeated. When Napoleon
seemed master of Europe, I protested at my peril against
the abuse of force of which you were the victims. Show
France the same feeling that I showed you when you were
defeated.'* In that hour of destiny, so full of happiness for
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